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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

GRAND OPERA HOUSE, corner of Elghth avenus and
2¢d sl.—0Orina BOUFrE—LE PETIY FAUST.

WOOD'S MUSEUM AND MENAGERIE, Broadway, cor-
per S0h st.—Performances every aflernocod and evening.

OLYMPIC THEATRE, Broadway.—THE PANTOMIME OF
Wee WiLrie Wiskre,

BTEINWAY HALL, Fourteenth streel.—GEAND NILSgON
Conoerr.

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery.—JARGTINE—DICE THN
Newsnor.

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE, Twenty-fourth st.—Maw
AND WIFE

ROOTH'S THEATRE, %34 s, between Hih ana b ave.—
Kir Vaw WINELE

FOURTEENTH STREET THEATKE (Theatre Francals)—
Mangis bEERACH AS JANE Evanr,

LINA EDWIN'S THEATRE, 730 Broadway.—BAERNABY
Ryupur.

NEW YORK STADT THEATRE, 456 Bowery.—GERMAN
OrERa-MERRY Wivees or WiNvsonr.

WALLACK'® THAEATRE, Brosdway ana 15th stroel—
BnEriban's COMELY OF TER RivaLs.

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadway.—TUE TICKET-OF-LEAVE
AN,

GLOBRE THEATRE, 738 Broadway.—VARIETY ENTER-
ELINMENT—ERNANL

MRS, F. B. CONWAY'S PARK THEATRE, Brook!yn.—
Kisug Rene's Davcaren - Hoxsyuoox,

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE, 201 Bowery.—Va-
RIEY ENTERTAINNENT.

THEATRE COMIQUE, 614 Broadway.—CoM10 VOGAL-
isn, NEGNO A018, &0,

BAN FRANCISCO MINSTREL HALL. 585 Broaiway.—
Npugo MiwgreELsY, Faunors, BunLrsqoes, &u.

EELLY & LEON'S HIINHTII.F.LR. No, 806 Broadway.—
Tug Banigs or Tue PERiop—Tae OxLY Looy,

HOOLEY'S OFERA HOUSE, Brooklyn.—Nrugo Miw-
BTEELEY, BURLESQUES, Lo,

BROOELYN OPERA HOUSE—Weron, Huongs &
Wuire's BROOELYS MINSTRELA

AMERICAN INSTITUTE EXHIBITION.—Esrine
Rixk, Thud avemus and Sixty-third street

DR. EAHN'S ANATOMICAL MUSEUM, 745 Broadway.—
HOIENON AND ART.

NEW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, 618 Broadway,—
ECIENOR AND ART,
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Tne GoppeITE Mormoxs have erccted o
church of their own in Silt Lake City, thus
driving another epike in‘o Brigham's coffin,

A Rerort Winen Neep Nor pe DovnTED—
That inside as well as ontside of Paris plun-
dering is the order of the day. Such is war
everywhere, even with all ““the modern im-
provements.”

A Faisg Report—The death of (General
Von Moltke. The rumor was like many others
received [rom the seat of war, which come
in such multitudes and in such questionable
shapes that it is a lnbor to separate the few
grains of wheat from (he bnshels of chaff.
The field of war begets canards as earrion
begels flies.

Fiees ror 11e Moxrin,—Our monthly calen-
dar, showing the losses by fire in this country
for the month of September, exhibite an alarm-
ing increase over the previous month, and is
altogether unparalleled for the same month in
any previous year. The question now arises,
have steam and machinery tally met the expec-
tautions of those who urged them as executive
agents in suppressing conflagrations ?

PorrTios 1N THE STATE.—Now is the time for
the dominant power in the State to show that
they are the reform party. The demoeratic
leaders have been talking a great deal about
reform, about the reduclion of taxes, about
improvements in our canal system, about the
eradication of evils that have been allowed to
creep into our railroad corporations by legis-
lative authority. Now is the time for the
democracy to sclect the best and most bonest
men for the next Legislature. Will they do it ?

Cnmese CiviLizaTioN.—China has sought
and found admission into the family of civil-
ized nations so far as treaties can give her
admission. But China, in murdering mis-
pionaries and nuns and burning churches and
schools and hospitals, is giving us bad proof of
ber Stness for admission to civilized society.
It appears that she bas made aoother mur-
derous attack on the {oreign residents. If this
thing continues it will be our duty, in con-
junction with Great Britain and Russis, to
give her some lesaons which it will not be easy
for her to forget. .

The Siege of FParis,

The siege of Paris, which began to loom
upon the Parisians with tho disastrous rout of
the splendid army of MacMahon on the Rhine
frontier, became a certainty (unless nvoided
by a treaty of peace) after the astounding
capitulation of Sedan. After Sadowa there
was 6 {reaty of peace which saved the capltal
of Austria; but after Sedan, which involved
the overthrow of the responsible government
of France and the substitution of a provi-
gional republic resolved upon the expul-
sion of the enemy, there was no alternative
to King William but the slege of Paris. Ao-
cordingly his resistleas army columns from
Sedan were moved down upon the ecity.
They have encircled it, and by an impassable
wall of steel they have lIsolated it from the
outside world, They have so far completed
the prodigious work of investment in a circuit
of thirty miles that they are reported as ready
to commence operationa not only upon some
of the exterior defensive forts, but in the
bombardment of the city itaelf.

We have meantime, through the limited
aerial mail facilities of balloons and carrier
pigeons, information from within the walls,
that though the city has two millions of con-
sumers of provisions, and is totally cut off
from all outside sources of supply, it is still
provided with means of subsistence which may
be made to hold out for three or four months ;
that the Seine, lowing through the city, fur-
nishes an abundant supply of water, which
cannot be cut off; that the armed defenders
within the city’s walle and exterior fortifica-
tions far exceed in number three hundred
thousand men; that they have an abundance
of ammunition for small arms and artillery;
that they are preparing for offensive opera-
tions; and from Tours we learn that on the
Rhone and the Loire other armies are rapidly
forming to come to the rescue. These reports
of the state of things in Paris are from the
city's defenders, who, of course, represent
their situation in the most favorable light.
We really, however, know no more of what is
going on from day to day in Paris than of the
events transpiring in the inner oity of Pekin
or inthe streets of Timbnctoo—a fact which,
in this boasted epoch of advanced civilization,
is' the most astounding of all the astounding
facts of the wonderful nineteenth century.

Assuming, however, that the internal condi-
tion of Paris, as represented at Tours through
those balloon and pigeon expresses, is sub-
stantinlly true, may not General Trochu be
preparing for a sortie upon which he calcu-
Intes to change the fortunes of the war? With
an army of three hundred thousand men at his
command is it not within his power to sally
out en masge upon some weak point of the
enemy's encircling line and double it up by
mere weight of numbers, az Stonewall Jack-
son, in an overwhelming flank attack, doubled
up and pushed away from Richmond the army
of McClellan? Some such brilliant coup as
this may be contemplated by Trochu, and in
the little outside skirmishes with ithe Germans,
now oceurring almost every day, he may be
training his soldiers for a grand attack; bat
the repeated failures of Bazaine with his vete-
rafl soldiers in his sorties from Metz are
rathier egleulated to discourage than to invite
any such experiments with the raw troops of
Paris.

General Grant, we are informed from a
reliable source al Washingion, ‘“'so far from
uttering a doubt, as alleged, witii reference to
the Prussians being able to capture Paris, to-day
(October 5) expressed the opinion that iiisy
would be successfol, judging by all the mili-
tary circumstances.” General Grant thinks

that from “all the military circumstances”
+ will have to capitulate, or that it will be
by the investing German army; and thls
o, from the hero of the sieges of Vicks-
b and of Petershurg and Richmond, will
command universal attention and respect.
Assuming that the issue of the siege will
establish ‘the soundness of thizs opinion, and
that Paris, a month or two or three months
hence, from the combined pressure of isola-
tion, bombardment, hunrer and internal dis-
orders, will be reduced to a surrender, what
then? Will the government at Tours succumb
and ask for peace or an armistice, or will it
be still controlled by the implacable and im-
practicable “reds” in favor of war to ‘‘the
last ditch ?”

We think it altogether probable that the fall
of Paris will bring even the most violent of
the members of the existing French govern-
ment to terms of peace, with the conviction
that further resistance will only entail upon
France further losses, sufferings and humilia-
tions. Count Bismarck has emphatically
declared that Prussia has nothing to do with
the business of establishing the local govern-
ment of France, but that short of & responsi-
ble or regular government Prussia must hold
some material gunarantees in eatering into
o treaty of peace. That the present provi-
sional establishment of France, with or before
the capture of Paris, will be brought into such
stipulations for peace as will save France from
further misfortunes, and secure to her the
republic, we can hardly doubt, Meanwhile
we cannot dismiss the conviction that England,
Russia and Austria, acting conjointly at this
erisis with Pruessia and with France in behalf
of peace, would speedily put an end to this
disastrous and deplorable war.

“OFFICE 18 SWEET AND MONEY 158 SCARCE."—
The talented member of the Republican Gene-
ral Committee who “‘got off” this neatly ex-
pressed political aphorism last night deserves
immortality. He has defined in half a dozen
words the vital principle of political science,
He tells us the whole story. *“‘You know how
it is yourself,” Mr. Fitch.

Preaniyé  Guicty,—The severe lesson
which the City Judge gave prominent eriminals
in imposing long terms of imprisonment seems
to have the effect of scaring their associates
in a very wholesome fashion. Pleading guilty
to indictments for murder and manslaughter,
in the hope of getting lighter sentences, is be-
coming quite common in the Court of Special
Sessions. This saves some expense to the
county, but we hope that the Recorder will
not relax the rule of exacting the full measure
of penalty, whether the plea of guilty is ac-
cepted or not. The roughs are evidently ip
terror of the Court after the late experience
they have had under the City Judge.

A Hixr 0 TAMMANY—A bird in the hand
is worth two in the busb.

The War Eltuation=The Ublan Cordon of
Videtios,

The great war in France is becoming almost
tediously monotonous. The preparations for
the bombardment of Paris are almost com-
pleted, and until that bombardment commences
we must content ourselves with desultory ac-
counts of skirmishes here and there, the pro-
gress of the movement south and the detached
operations ef the uhlane and the tireurs. The
grand strategic operations are evidently con-
cluded. Von Moltke's work is dome. The
resisting power of France is penned up in
Parls and Mets, and there I1s nothing for the
Prussians to do but to hammer it to death by
persistent blows. To use a pugilistic simile,
Prussia has France's head in chancery. There
is no skilful parrying necessary, no sclentific
thrus‘s—nothing but heavy pounding,

The uhlans continne their raids with the
audacity for which this admirable force of the
Prossian cavalry has made itself famous,
They attacked 8t. Just, just above Clermont,
about thirty miles north of Paris, on the 28th,
and held possession of the town, although they
had & sharp fight with the Garde Mobile
to get it. They now occupy Clermont
and Breteull, and will soon hold Amiens
and Neufchatel. They have very recently
been operating between Beauvals and Rouen
west of Evreux and in the nelghborhood of
Chartres, Pithiviers and Fontainebleau, so that,
as & glance at the map will show, they form
almost an unbroken cordon, counting the
heavy Infantry forces at Soissons and Chalons,
around Paris, an advanced line of pickets
forty miles outside of their own Investing line.
A sharp fight is said to await them in the
neighborhood of Rouen, where Gardes Mobiles
are congregating with orders to prevent the
formation of this cordon of videttes at any
cost, Orders have been issued from Lille
directing the Garde Mobile to withdraw before
the advance of any heavy body of ublans,
probably with a view to concentrating at
Rouen for that purpose.

The fight at Chateau Gaillard, near Fon-
tainebleau, on the 4th, isreported to have been
an important defeat of the Prussians, com-
pelling them to evacuate Pithiviers. It was,
however, merely & snap of the finger to the
investing lines about Paris, Our corres-
pondent at Versailles, in fact, says that no
strong movement against the beriegers can be
made by Southern France for a long time to
come.

The Empress Eungeaie in England.

A special cable despatch from London to
the New Yorg HERALD has made it plain to
our readers that in England the Empress
Engénie has not found herself so uncomfort-
able after all. It was the opinion of many
that the royal family had been lacking in
courtesy to the fallen Empress and that the
aristocracy had forgotten to fawn because
favors were no longer to be had, It now
appears from a letter addressed by the
Empress to the Emperor that Queen Victoria,
directly on the arrival of the Empress in
England, offered to make ber a state visit,
which the Empress with great good sense
thou:ht bhad better ba postponed. Kindly
messages were sent her by the Prince and
Princess of Wales—messages recalling the
pleasant memories of the past when the
Empress made them happy in the Tuileries,
and expressing a willingness to do what they
could to add to her comfort. In addition the
aristocracy have been assiduous in their
attentions, Lord Ashburnham offering her his
mansion in Sussex and the Duke of Norfolk
arid the Marquis of Lansdowne begging. per-
mission to pay their respects. All this s ns it
should be, Falion greAtness s always entl-
tled to respect. Queen Victoria would not
have been her true self if she had acted other-
wise than ehe has done. A good queen, a
noble example to her people, she has always
been a true womah. It is gratifying to know
that the Prince and Princess of Wales have
not been wanting in that nobleness which be-
comes their high position. And all the atten-
tion which has been shown the Empress has
been ehown to a lady whom all the world has
learned to esteem and love. No woman in
history has figured more bravely than the
Empress Engénie; and if she has fallen from
her high position she hasg fallen not because
of folly, but because the fates for the present
are against her. It is not by any means im-
possible that she may yet shine in the Taile-
ries and digpense her imperial favors. In any
case it is well that England, the boasted
agylum of liberty, should treat her well.

A GERMAN STEAMER FROM NEw York
Cuasgp BY A Frexon GuNBOAT.—There
seems to be no doubt of the fact that the
Hamburg steamer Westphalia, which left this
port last Wednesday, was chased by the
French gunboat La Touche Treville, but
baving the advantage of her adversary in
point of speed ghe managed to keep ber at a
respectful distance and to escape her alto-
gether, It seems that the La Touche Treville
convoyed the Ville de Paris for some distance
out to sea, and that, sighting the Westphalia
some forty miles from the Highland Light, the
Frenchman attempted to intercept her, but
falled by a gap of four miles, and, abandoning
the chase, returned to port yesterdsy morn-
ing, where she will probably await another
chance of renewing the chase on another Ger-
man vessel. It is very questionable whether
this partial blockade of the port of a neutral
I8 authorized by international law. If it is it
shows that that law most certainly needs
revision and correction. American sympa-
thies are largely with the French republic in
the present war, but such an embargo on the
free commerce of onur ports is not calenlated
to strengthen those sympathies,

Ir tug Youse DEmooracy had had brains
it might bave played sad havoe with Old Tam-
many ; but being brainless as well as soulless,
and being, furthermore, particularly impecu-
nious, it has gone the way of all vapid politi-
cal organizations,

WaLL StreEr Puzziep.—The speculative
fraternity in Wall street are puzzled over the
remarkable advance in American securities in
London and the altered aspect of the European
war, whbich is now regarded as less hopeful of
future victories for the German armics, The
former continues to send gold down, but there
is no knowing when the Prussians may begin
a retreat from Paris and give gold an upward
turn. Wall street is consequently on the

fence again,

The Guerilla Warfare in France.

Patriotism Is a senttment deep-rooted in the
buman squl. Notwithstanding the terrible de-
foats of the French army, from the Rhine to
the Selne, France to-day presents to all the
world the splendid spectacle of a people de-
termined to defend their beautiful capital to
the last, and to do all that can be done to
regain for the nation what imperial imbecility
has lost. However much we may admire the
strategy and strength which have brought the
Prossian armies to the walls of Paris, we
oannot fail to feel the sad condition to which
the French asa people have been brought, and
to sympathize with them in their efforts to
drive the arrogant Invader from their soll. It
waa supposed that after the surrender of Mac-
Mahon's army and the Emperor Napoleon at
Sedan, Strasbourg and Metz would immedi-
ately capitulate, and the war be atan end.
But Strasbourg made s stubborn resistance,
and Metz still malntains a determined attitude.
Paris, with its barricades and bastions,
acoepts the alternative of a protracted slege,
and the French people everywhere are rising
to reslst what now appears to be the Prussian
pollcy of the complete humiliation of the people
and the dismemberment of France. Reports
from the seat of war show that, though the
French battalions have been broken, the
fragments that escaped have not lost their
vitality, and that these, reorganized, are atill
capable of presenting to the fos a powerful and
determined front. Fugitives from many fatal
flelds have had a common rendezvous with
fresh troops In Paris, where half a million
men, behind elaborate fortifications, will de-
fend the capital and endeavor to restore the
fame of France.

The government at Tours is disposed to
make & levy en masse to meet the victorious
columns of the Prussians ; but, while the people
in the rear of the German armies may wisely
censider it inexpedient to respond universally
to this call, independent bands will un-
doubtedly harass the armies of invasion
and occasionally pounce upon their flanks,
In the movements of grand armies guerilla
warfare is despised. It is an evidence of
weakness rather than of strength., In itself
it has not an honorable place in military
science. Generally speaking a guerilla is
little better than a spy. Capture entails on
each the probability of certain death. But
guerilla warfare is an auxiliary to which the
people of an invaded country often find it
necessary to resort. It has played an import-
ant part in sanguinary sirife, especially in pro-
tracted wars. Had King Theodorus used some
of his barbarian bands along the line leading
into the interior of his country the British
army would bave had a less easy and triumph-
ant march through Abyssinia to Magdala, and
he might not have had to blow out his royal
barbarisn brains in the desperation of defeat.

The evident inlention of the Prussians to
settle down for some time in France, as the
Austrians did in Italy in 1848, already sug-
gests to the French people the necessity of
harassing them at every favorable point. King
William's words assured the world that he
was warring, not against France, but against
Napoleon. King William's conduct shows
that he is now warring, not against Napoleon,
but against France. Had he stopped at Sedan
and proffered peace upon terms which
the TFrench could honorably accept his
avowed object would have been believed, and
all the world would bave honored him. But
King William, feeling that ‘‘revenge is
sweet,” is borne along by the brilliant pros-
pect of a triumphant entry into Paris and of
making peace in the imperial palace, as the
First Napoleon did in Berlin. Bismarck, as
the power behind the throne, may be most
RiiXious to gee history thus repeat itself ; but
this thirst for blood and this lxat for conquest
show him to be more an ambitious manager
than a troly great and honorable statesman.
The destruction of celebrated cities and the
devastation of the country along the Prigsian
line of march, the call for contributions from
the people, together with the closing of the
lines around the walls of Paris and the form-
ing of armies to sweep through the interior,
have driven the French people to adopt not
only the most vigorous measures for defence,
but also merciless means for retaliation,

We read that many of the French troops at
Sirasbourg refused to surrender their arma
and threw them into the moal, After the
surrender eight thousand Prussian soldlers
were quartered upon the citizens, who, natu-
rally enough, assumed a eullen attitude,
Bands of free shooters have been active in
the province, interfering with the Prussian
communications. The* same gpirit is mani-
fested everywhere in France., Attacks have
heen made on several of the Prussian outposts
by the peasantry. Near St. Dizier the people
fired on a detachment of the invading troops,
killing and wounding many. The temper of
{he citizens iz shown In the statement that
when a strong force was sent to levy a con-
tribution of five hundred thousand francs
for this offence, the Mayor assared the
commanding officer that they would sooner
submit to the burning of the town
than glm execution of the order, and accord-
ingly the town was burned, While riding
in the cortége of the King of Prussia from
Rheims to Chalons to confer with the Crown
Prince, the Duke of Nassau and one of his
aides-de-camp were mortally wounded and
another aide-de-camp was killed by an
ambush of the France-Tireurs. These men are
old soldiers, sportsmen, gamekeepers and others
in different parts of the country, who are
practiced in the use of arms, and who volun~
teer to perform guerilla service. It is not
unlikely that in the present instance their
object was to kill, notthe Duke of Nassau,
but the King of Prussia; and, indeed, he
narrowly escaped, for several bullets struck
his carriage. Petitions from Berlin request
the King not to expose himself. With
this exasperated element active in France,
in the vicinity of the invading armies,
we should mot be surprised to hear any
day of the assassination of Bismarck or
King William or some of hia royal command-
ing generals, Before the surrender of Napo-
leon King William was regarded only as the
enemy of an imperial dynasty; but since
Sedan and the formation of the French repub-
lic he has been looked upon as the enemy of
an independent people. Frenchmen are ex-
citable, and if the war continues long and this
gpirit of assassination becomes prevalent the

King and his prime minister will be qonatently

in greater danger of personal injury than they
were in any of the bloody battles of the war.

The Situation in Cuba=Gradus! Emaocie
pation.

The law passed by the Spanish Cortes, and
promulgated by the Regent Serrano on the
4th of July last, for the partinl emancipation
of persons held to slavery in the islands of
Cuba and Porto Rico, has been published in
the official gazette of Havana, and a trans-
lation of it is given in to-day's Hxrarp. It
declares free all children of slave mothers
born after the publication of the law; all
slaves who have attained or shall attain the
age of sixty years; all who bave aided the
Bpanish government in the present Insurrec-
tion, and all who are under the control of the
State; and it provides that, when Cuba s
represented In the Spanish Cortes by its own
deputies, s bill for the compensated emanci-
pation of those then remaining in slavery
shall be reported by the government. The
law is said to be regarded with unfriendly
feelings by the slaveholders of the island, who
seo in it the frst practical step towards the
complete abolition of slavery in the Antilles.

Our correspondent in Havana also furnishes
us with a batoh of very interesting letters on
the state of affairs in Cuba, which, owing to
the crowded state of our columns we are un-
able to publish. From the information con-
tained in these letters we may come to & fair
estimate of the unseitled condition of things
throughout the Island. Another storm is
brewing. The Spanish residents in Cuba are
incensed at the manner in which the
home government has acted towards them.
In an address just issued, ecmanating
from the Spaniards who have taken np a per-
manent residence on the island, the Madrid
government is soundly berated, denounced as
treacherous, charged with being corrupt and
stigmatized as being even in league with the
insurgents. The tone of the document in
question, which has been forwarded to
Madrid, and copies of which are scattered
profusely throughout the prominent cities and
towns in the island, Is inflammatory in the
highest degree. It demounces those at pre-
sent in power in Spain in the most unmea-
sured terms. It tells Prim & Co. that *‘‘the
Spaniards here will keep Cuba and Porto Rico
Spanish whether yon wish or not. What care
we whether you wish it or do not wish it?"
Indeed the spirit manifested in this document
reflectsa very fairly the unsettled state of
opinion among the Spanish residents in Cuba,
They are disgusted with Spain, despise Prim,
hate the Cortes and long for the partial or
complete autonomy of the island. They are
also believers in the valor and coarage of the
volunteers, call Valmaseda the ‘‘beloved Val-
maseda,” What may be the result of all the
disturbing elements which now exist in the
island it is not very difficult to conjeoture. So
far as the influgyce of the home government ls
concerned, if this feeling lncrenses it will
shortly amount to nothing in the island. In
the meantime the Cubans are active, Within
the past few weecks two, if not more, success-
ful expeditions have beem landed on the
Cuban coast, and arms and ammunition, long
before this, conveyed to the insurgents. Let
the Spaniards fight among themselves. So
much the better. The wider the breach be-
tween the Spaniards in Spain and the Spaniards
in Cuba the nearer approaches the end of the
Cuban difficulty. Let them fight if necessary,
and while they quarrel among themselves the
Cuban people, if they are true to themselves,
can step in and secure the prize of Cuban in-
dependence.

Provisions wvs. Men.

The scarcity of food in Paris is a matter of
much apprehension to the French, With
the city cut off from sources of pupplies there
is good ground for sush sencern.- If the siege
should be protracted, as it promises to bs, the
coming winter will find many *‘hungry French-
mep” within the walls. Visions of starva-
tion already appear before their eyes. It is
said that orders have been given to take no
Prossians prisoners, in view of the fact that
the food they would consume would be re-
quired for the citizens and the garrison. Simi-
lar orders, we are told, have been issued by
the Prussians, The war will entail an im-
mense amount of suffering everywhere in
France. The sword will reap a richer harvest
this season than the sickle. The Prussians,
having lines of communication open and
France as a forage ground, may ‘“‘fare
sumptuously every day,” while the poor
Frenchmen may be reduced to horse and
gausage meat. The ex-Emperor Napoleon
may bave all the delicacies of the seasonm in
the splendid palace of Wilhelmshihe, while
thousands of the people whose honor and
interests he has jeopardized may be starving
in the streets. Such is the fortune and the
fate of war. It may be that the want of
bread will prove to the Parisians a more suc-
cessful peacemaker than Jules Favre.

RovAL BuxcoMmpE.—When the Emperor
Napoleon started to join his army, in what he
regarded as a sort of pleasure exoursion to
Berlin, he boasted that he would never return
toParis except as a conqueror, A few short
weeks left him a captive io the princely palace
of Wilhelmshihe, with a third of his army
cooped up in the fortified towns of France,
another third held as prisoners of war, and
the remnant either killed, wounded or de-
moralized fugitives. Aod now comes King Wil-
liam uttering the same kind of royal buncombe
snd announcing to his anxions subjects, who
beseech him not to expoee‘ his valuable life,
that he will not return to Berlin until the war
is terminated. We are accustomed to this
sort of vain boasting, having been made
familiar with it by *‘the last ditch” chivalry of
the South, not very long ago. King William
is not going to expose his life recklessly, and
his loyal subjects may make their minds easy
on that point; but it is not so certain that before
the present war is ended the aoccess to Berlin
may not be closed agalnst him by a German
republic, and that he may be as unwelcome n
visitor in his capital as Napoleon would now
be in Paris,

Tag Missourt TeMPERANCE CONVENTION,
now being held in St, Louis, enjoys the pre-
sence and the speeches of Horace Greeley. This
may be very good for the temperance cause in
Missouri, but we think it is not quite fair that
Greeley should be talking temperance in the
far West instead of advocating the claims of

Gengral Waodford in New York,

The Proper Polloy of the Demoeratio
Party im the State and Chty,

The demooratic party have had power in
the Btate of New York for some two years,
We do not recur to the days of De Witt Clin-
ton, Bilas Wright or William L. Marcy. Their
polloy stamped the character of the State,
They left the impross of their genius opon the
Institutions of New York, and it has never
been erased,

The State of New York is itself an empire,
Paris fallen, New York city becomes the
centre of fashion, ornsmentation, architesture,
literatare and art. The fashionable world
must come here to find what is en rigle or om,
républigus. Henoe the State of New York and
what Danlel Webster slgnalized as the “‘impe-
rial city of New York" are at once launched,
by events in Europe, into the full tide that
loads to the culmination of whatever 1s great
for a great oity in the progress of clivllisation,

Now, would not a good politician think
the business of governing such a State and
such a city enough for present purposes?-
One might judge so, unless the uncurbed
smblition of reckless men impels them to un-
dertake more,

The democratic party Is the prevalling
influence in the city and State. It has un-
limited control of the city, and a wave of its
hand either sends a man to Congress, the
Legislature, into some local office or into
oblivion. This party is represented and its
machinery is moved by a powerful organiza-
tion called Tammany Hall. A gentleman
koown as “Boss Tweed” runs that maohine.
He not only makes nominations in the city,
but throughout the State, and, to judge by a
recent pipe-laying excursion of his out Weat,
it seems as if he looked to the farming out of
the Presidentinl plunder of 1872. The coun-
try should understand that Boss Tweed, our
chief of the Department of Public Works ; Dick
P Connolly, the comptroller of the money bags
of the city, and Jim Fisk, the manager of the
Albany lobby and of Erie, are a trio who have
no other ambition than to see who can plunge
his arma deepest into the treasure of other
people and bring forth the largest amount of
gain.

The democratic party of the State of New
York ought to be well managed. But have
the leaders learned wisdom through the cru-
cible of defeat? The failure of Seymour at
the last Presidential election affixes the signet
of nnsuccess if the nomination should perad-
venture be again imposed upon another New
Yorker, The Weatern democrats will not
think of it. They esteem the leaders of the
New York democracy as only wlnd-lutes, who
can only play upon strings that twang from
the hestowal of sinecure places upon parasites.
The Western men say to the Eastern and
Northern democracy, “‘Cal aloof from the bad
and corruptible men who have led you for so
long a fime. Sever tho sound limba from the
rotten trunk, and then we may hope for suc-
ceas in the next Presidential campaign.” That
is their advice, and that is the advice of those
who have sagacity enough to foresee that un-
less it be followed General Grant will be
renominated for the Presidency by the repub-
licans and triumphantly elected.

In the meantime we caution the democratic
leaders who now hold power in this city and
State to hold on to all they have and beware
how they look beyond.

The New Isthwus Exploring Expedition.

Congress made, during its last session, an
appropriastion for the expenses of surveying
a route for a ship canal across the American
isthmus, The Tehuantepec and Nicaragun
routes were particularly specified as the fields
of exploration, The naval corps for the
expedition has already been organized and
will sail about the 10th of October. Captain
Shofeldt, who is to command the expedition,
will go oul on the Kansas, Iuaddition to the
yessels forming the small squadron, the officers
of which até to do the hydrographical work
on the Atlantic side, one of the men-of-war of
the Pacific squadron wiii be ordered fo sail
from San Francisco for the faouth of the
Tehauntepec river, and its hoats wiil be used
to sound and survey the large lagoons on the
Pacific, In order to ascertain with acouracy
thelr adaptability for the construction of &
harbor. If it is found that a good harbor can
be made, the bar can be cut and a mole gon-
gtructed as at Suez and at the mouth of the
Amsterdam Canal on the North Sea, There
is no doubt that the Mexican government
will accord the necessary permission to make
the survey, which will be preliminary to other
more elaborate surveys, to be undertaken
during this and the next year, with a view to
determining finally upon the very best route
for an interoceanio canal. It would be super-
fluionus to repeat the numerous and con-
vincing arguments which the HzraLD
has so often presented in favor of the
national and world-wide importance of such
a canal. The recent surveys of the Isthmus
of Darien rendered a great service to science
and commerce, if only in eliminating a large
portion of that isthmus from future inquiry by
demonstrating the utter impracticability of the
routes examined at Caledonia, Sassardi and
San Blas. The peculiar advantages claimed
for the Tehuantepec rounte have been well get
forth in the report of Colonel Williams, Chiel
Engineer of the Tehuantepec Railway Com-
pany. Colonel Williams regards Tehuantepeo
as the proper place for an interoceanis ship
canal, because, in the first place, no tunnel
will be required on the entire route; in the
second, it will require no very deep cuttings,
and, in the third, there is a large extent of con-
tiguous territory, with an slevation above the
‘summit, which, it is believed, nonhi}:a streams
that will afford water sufficient to supply the
summitlevel. He adds, in enumeyating the
advantages that a ship canal across the
Isthmugs of Tehuantepec would offer to the
commerce of the world. and particularly to
that of the United States (which lose, it is
estimated, at least thirty-five million dollars
every year for the want of such a canal), that
it debouches into the Gulf of Mexico, our
own Mediterranean, and by it the products of
the valley of the Misglssippi may be shipped
from the gulf ports directly to China, Japan,
the west coast of North and South America
and the islands of the Pacifio, and the Imports
thence may be brought home to the ports of
Texas, New Orleans, Mobile, Pensacola, to be
transshipped to Memphis, Calro, Louisville and

Cinoinnati and distributed throughout the
ern and Westesn Slates, qven to the



